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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MULTICULTURAL COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS 2009 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.17 am]: I am 
pleased to advise members that the 2009 Western Australian multicultural community service awards will be 
held on Tuesday, 1 December at Government House. The awards are an opportunity to reflect positively on the 
success we experience as a multicultural society and the cultural, social and economic benefits the state has 
gained as a result of migration and settlement. 

Western Australia has the highest proportion of people born overseas. Today we are home to more than 200 
cultural groups and nearly 300 languages. The awards will acknowledge individuals and organisations who 
achieve excellence and innovation in advancing multiculturalism through participation, equity and promotion. In 
May I released the Office of Multicultural Interests’ strategic plan 2009-13, and one of the platforms to engage 
all Western Australians was the promotion of the benefits of our cultural and linguistic diversity. The 
multicultural community service awards have three categories: individuals, organisations and business migrant 
of the year, a new category introduced this year. This new award acknowledges an outstanding business owned 
and operated by a person from a culturally and linguistically diverse background, and is offered in partnership 
with the Small Business Development Corporation. 

As I have said in Parliament previously, I believe we need a paradigm shift so that all Western Australians 
understand why multiculturalism is important and so that we can create a society based on opportunity and 
prosperity for all. This shift will occur because we have taken it upon ourselves to capture the potential of people 
from all over the world and bring them together economically, socially and culturally. Recognising the 
grassroots leadership of people who champion multicultural interests and citizenship is a way forward for the 
state. I would like to congratulate the dedicated individuals, groups and organisations who advance 
multiculturalism in our great state.  
 


